i'i NORTH WAKE CHURCH

Statement on Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage

Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and
female, and said, '"Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh'?
So they are no longer two but one flesh.

What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate. ~ Matthew 19:4-6

In the Holy Scripture cited above, our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us that marriage is one of our
Father’s creation graces, designed from the beginning to inseparably join a man and a woman.
However, one of the most tragic and devastating facts of our society is that marriages fail
frequently and under a wide range of circumstances.

Many people have gone through a divorce before having a relationship with Christ, and others
have experienced divorce through no desire or decision of their own. Still others may have
divorced because of their own wrongful choices, but have since experienced the repentance and
forgiveness offered through our Lord Jesus. We want all of you to know that you are welcome
in our church.

We rejoice that we serve a God who extends his love and comfort to every person who has
been unwillingly divorced, as does our church. We also rejoice that we serve a God who
graciously extends his mercy and forgiveness to those who have wrongly left their marriages.
1t is the kindness of God that leads us as leaders of North Wake to call them to repentance,
and to encourage and aid reconciliation whenever possible (Rom. 2.4, 12.17-18).

Because North Wake’s elders recognize both the divine origin of marriage and the

devastating effects of divorce, we are deeply committed to preserving marriages and
preventing divorce. Toward this end, we stand together in agreement on the following

beliefs.

We believe the primary purpose of marriage is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

We believe marriage so unites one man and one woman that they become one flesh,
Jjoined together by God and therefore not to be separated by man.
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We believe God’s covenant with His people, characterized by relentlessly faithful love,
obligations that govern the relationship, and inexhaustible grace is the divine paradigm
for the marriage covenant.

We believe that marriage is a lifelong and holy covenant between a man and a woman,
initiated by sacred vows, taken before God and the church. It is much more than a
sentimental agreement or an interpersonal contract.

We believe marriage is sacred because of the holiness of its Author. This divine
institution is intended to reflect divine realities: the love and unity among God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit and the love of Christ for His bride — the
church.

We believe that glorifying and loving God is the basis and motivation for distinctively
Christian marriages. To love God is to obey Him by loving one’s spouse, unconditionally
and sometimes in spite of very difficult conditions.

We believe that we glorify God when we love without strings attached, without expectation
of return, and particularly when our spouse does not deserve to be loved.

We believe that marriage is a crucible for sanctification, whereby God teaches us to love
one another more than ourselves, become like Christ by serving and forgiving, and be
holy as he is holy.

We believe that marriage is a platform for ministry and mission, portraying and
proclaiming the Gospel of God — the love of God in Jesus Christ. Thus, one of the great
Jjoys of marriage is that it provides for us the opportunity and the privilege to
intentionally portray and proclaim this Gospel to one’s spouse, children, the church, and
the world.

What About Divorce?

In light of the above mentioned statements about the sacred and enduring nature of marriage, it
ought not to surprise us that the Bible consistently warns us against divorce. In the Old
Testament, the prophet Malachi cites God’s hatred of divorce (Mal. 2.13-16). In the New
Testament, Jesus commands us not to separate that which God has joined together and that to
do so is tantamount to adultery (Mark 10.2-12). Paul joins in this chorus of prohibition when
he states that a wife must not separate from her husband and a man must not divorce his wife

(1 Cor. 7. 10, 11). He holds marriage in such high regard that, in spite of his prohibition against
marrying unbelievers (2 Cor. 6.14), he requires believers in such marriages to live with and not
divorce their unbelieving spouses (vv. 13, 14).
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Contrary to our “divorce on demand” culture, Jesus is insistent that it is not lawful to get a
divorce for any and every reason. When you search the Scriptures for positive, affirming
statements about divorce, you find none. Scripture does record a conversation in which Jesus
states that divorce was given by Moses, but only as a concession to the hard hearts of the people
(Matt. 19.8). This is hardly a ringing endorsement of divorce. The crucial question we should
be asking in matters of divorce is, “What would most please and honor our God?” not “What is
permissible?”

In light of the universal discouragement throughout Scripture concerning divorce, it is the
policy and practice of the elders and pastors at North Wake to discourage divorce and
encourage reconciliation and restoration even in marriages where there is great sin and
difficulty present. This is what the elders believe to be the most God-pleasing, Christ-honoring
path for a Christian to take in a difficult marriage. The willing forgiveness and pursuit of a
wayward spouse mirrors the way that God loves us (Hosea 3.1). It pursues the clearest and
most central teachings of the Scriptures (forgiveness, grace, faithfulness, the lifelong intent of
the marriage covenant) and it asks of God that which only He can do: convict of sin and
change hard hearts, restore that which is broken, and bestow His mercy and grace upon those
who have been wayward.

It is our clear conviction, based upon the teachings of Scripture, that the most God- honoring
and joy-giving outcome in any struggling marriage is the restoration of that marriage to what
God intended it to be... a reflection of the love of Christ for His bride, the church (Eph. 5.22-
33). In light of that conviction, our elders and pastors at North Wake will counsel and pray and
seek to be tools in the hands of God for the restoration of all struggling marriages that include
members of the body of Christ at North Wake.

We are deeply convinced that God is able to soften the hardest of hearts (Ps. 51.10) and that it
is our responsibility as elders and pastors to encourage and comfort the members of North
Wake to trust in and live in light of that great hope. God is more than able to restore broken
marriages (Ps. 71.20; Jer. 31.18; Zech. 10.6;1 Pet. 5.10) if we will but trust and obey him. We
have seen many instances where he has done a great work and restored a marriage to a beauty
and joy far greater than it had ever experienced before. It is our steadfast commitment to work
for and encourage the restoration of marriages that are struggling in light of the great grace
and mighty promises of our God.

Sadly, many who profess Christ abandon this hope and fail to seek the matchless resources

of the promises of Scripture and the prayers of the elders and pastors of the church (James
5).
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What about exceptions?

Some of our minds quickly run to the question, “But are there any exceptions when a divorce is
acceptable or permissible?” While we understand that we must address this question, we want
first to assert that this is the wrong question to begin with if our intent is to seek God’s heart
about marriage and divorce. The better questions would be, “What would most please God in
this particular marriage? What would honor and glorify Him most? What course of action in this
circumstance would most loudly proclaim the Gospel of our holy and loving God?”

The answer to this secondary question is one where our elders and pastors at North Wake do
not have complete agreement, as is the case in the broader evangelical Christian community as
well. We also recognize that there are voices in the Church at large who advocate divorce for a
variety of reasons. In light of the discussion above concerning the strong position the Bible takes
against divorce, we believe that if the Bible does allow for exceptions to a “never divorce”
position, then those exceptions are intended to be exceedingly rare and only in the most
exceptional circumstances. We also believe that those “exceptions” are not intended to function
as an automatic justification for leaving a difficult marriage. The Bible does not require us to
divorce in any circumstance nor does any potential Biblical exception serve as an easy pathway
to avoid taking the hard path of reconciliation and restoration. Once again, we believe that the
most Christ-honoring position for a Christian to take is to trust God for great mercy and work
toward reconciliation in their present marriage.

At North Wake, some of our pastors and elders hold to the position that there is no such thing as
an acceptable or permissible divorce. They hold that the marriage bond is unbreakable, apart
from death, and that therefore divorce is never a Christ-honoring option for a believer (Rom.

7.1-3; Mark 10. 10-11; Luke 16.18). Those holding this position, however, do recognize that long
term or sustained separation in some extreme cases may be the path of wisdom in order to
properly care for and protect family members subject to sustained, unrepentant, dangerous sin
patterns on the part of either or both spouses. Others amongst our leaders would allow for
divorce in the case of prolonged, unrepentant sin patterns such as:

1) adultery (Matt. 5.32), particularly when there is no chance for restoration of the
marriage because the adulterous spouse has remarried.

2) abandonment or desertion by an unbelieving partner (1 Cor. 7.15). Some of our elders
believe that “abandonment” or “desertion” may include sustained, unrepentant, dangerous sin
patterns that are in opposition to the nature of self-sacrificial biblical love.

Since divorce grieves the Lord and does great damage to the reputation of Christ and hurts so
many, especially children, our elders and pastors are committed to lovingly exercising church
discipline toward those pursuing divorce without biblical warrant. All such discipline will be
carried out with the hope of restoration of sinful persons to God and one to another. For this
reason, the elders may pursue church discipline for the purposes of correcting and restoring the
offending spouse (or spouses) as well as in situations wherein an offended spouse sinfully refuses
to reconcile in spite of the demonstration of true and enduring repentance by the erring partner.
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All discipline would be implemented according to the North Wake Church Discipline Policy, in
pursuit of the heart of our loving and holy heavenly Father and in obedience to his Word in Holy
Scripture.

What About Remarriage?

Along with the epidemic of “no fault” divorce in our day, has also come a nearly automatic
belief in the right to remarry. The dominant perspective in our culture is that if you are
divorced, you are free to remarry. We do not believe that the Holy Scriptures necessarily share
this perspective. In fact, Scripture cautions us strongly to consider that remarriage after divorce
may add to our sin. Jesus warned his disciples that to divorce your spouse without biblical
warrant and remarry is adultery (Mark 10.10-11; Luke 16.18; 1 Cor. 7.10-11). Adultery is a
grievous sin that betrays the one whom we vowed to be faithful to forever. This should give us
great pause in quickly assuming that God desires for us to get remarried following a divorce. It
appears that God may consider remarriage to be a sin as grievous as the divorce itself.

As with divorce, the broader evangelical Christian community is divided concerning whether
or not there are any exceptions to a “no remarriage” position. This is also the case amongst our
leaders at North Wake. While we acknowledge that remarriage to another believer is
acceptable for those whose spouse has died (1 Tim. 5.14), some hold that apart from death,
nothing breaks the marriage bond so all remarriage would be adulterous since the marriage is
still intact. Others hold that in some instances remarriage could be legitimately sought but only
by the non-offending partner in a divorce that was, what some believe to be, Biblically
permissible.! Even in this latter case, this means that we do not believe that remarriage after
divorce is an automatically acceptable option before God. In fact, it would seem to us that
many remarriages are viewed by God as adulterous in their inception. Again, this should give
us great pause in blindly pursuing remarriage following a divorce.

As with divorce, our elders and pastors will exercise loving and restorative church discipline if
needed on behalf of those who pursue remarriage when it does not follow the death of a spouse
or, what some of us understand to be a Biblically permissible divorce. The aim of this discipline
would be to deter them from falling prey to the sin of adultery and turn them away from a sinful
remarriage.

' Because of the lack of total agreement on these matters, the elders and pastors at North Wake
reserve the right to not participate in any remarriage ceremony that violates their personal
understanding of the Scripture’s teachings regarding divorce and remarriage. Our leaders are
committed to respecting one another’s Biblical convictions and protecting each other in
situations that would violate those convictions.
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It is not our purpose to deny anyone a legitimate grace that God would extend to them.
Rather it is to protect them from a sin that would grieve God and cause alienation between
them and their heavenly Father.

To those who have been divorced without Biblical warrant, we would first urge you to

repent and then pursue reconciliation and restoration of that marriage whenever possible.
Divorce is not always final because God’s grace is always operative, and is particularly
efficacious when we are willing to trust and obey Him, whatever the cost.

If the first marriage is not restored, we would urge you to consider the grace that God can pour
out upon you in order to remain single. It would be far better to remain single than to remarry
outside the will of God. The New Testament clearly highlights the grace of God that abounds
towards those who are single (1 Cor. 7.8). Singleness is a status that enables unique
opportunities to serve others and to draw near to God in an extraordinary way (1 Cor. 7.32-35).

To those who have suffered through a biblical divorce this same grace of singleness is also
available to you. It is in no way necessary for you to remarry to experience God’s best for
your life. Should one who has been through a Biblically permissible divorce choose to
remarry, the Scriptures are clear that you are to marry only in the Lord and not into a
relationship that would be adulterous as a result of a preceding unbiblical divorce.

What about those who have divorced and remarried outside of Scriptural permission? In
our day, there are many who were divorced and sometimes remarried either unaware of what
Scripture teaches concerning divorce and remarriage or they intentionally disobeyed the
teaching of the Scriptures. What are these to do?

First, the scriptures do not give us any clear teaching that would indicate that the second
marriage should be ended. Rather, the many teachings noted above that urge us not to divorce
should be applied to this marriage as well. We believe that God is most pleased when the new
marriage pursues full obedience to His Word, including a lifelong commitment to the current
marriage as a way to honor Him. In order to do this, it may be necessary to repent of past sins
related to the previous marriage and divorce and the remarriage that followed. Scripture calls us
to repent of any and all of our sins when they are made plain to us (1 John 1.9) and the sins
involved in divorce and remarriage are surely no exception. Sin does not simply dissolve with
time, but instead is resolved through humble confession and repentance leading to forgiveness
through Christ. These actions renew and restore our relationship with God. On the other hand,
failure to acknowledge and repent of any sin alienates us from God (Is. 59.2.) Fortunately, the
kindness of God leads us to repent (Rom. 2.4) and provides a clear path when our choices have
transgressed the will and Word of God. They can honor Christ by repenting of any and all past
sins related to their previous marriage, divorce and remarriage and then by endeavoring
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wholeheartedly to build their current marriage in such a way that it lasts for life and pleases
God.

The debate that concerns whether it is ever permissible for a Christian to divorce their spouse is
a very difficult one. Godly Bible scholars earnestly differ from one another on what, if any,
circumstance would allow a divorce and remarriage to occur. But all agree that God’s design
for marriage is that it would last a lifetime. All also agree that it is sin that destroys a marriage
and that there is no such thing in God’s eyes as a “no fault” divorce. With a debate this complex
and difficult and with our own hearts being so prone to manipulate even the Scriptures to
gratify our desires, it is vital that we should move very slowly and with extreme caution in the
areas of divorce and remarriage. Rash decisions will likely be regrettable ones. We urge you to
prayerfully and carefully study the Scriptures on this matter. We also urge you to study with a
predetermination to submit your life to the Word of God in Scripture and obey, trusting that
God’s ways, however difficult, are always best (Ps. 119. 68).

Our elders and pastors at North Wake are committed to shepherding our families through all
stages of marriage - the good and the difficult. We are committed to continue studying and
bringing the wisdom of the Scriptures to you with compassion and honesty in your time of
need. Should you find yourself in a difficult place in your marriage or if you are considering
divorce or remarriage, our elders urge you to meet with us and to seek our shepherding in this
crucial area (Heb. 13.17). We are always available to pray for you (James 5. 13-16) and to
bring the counsel of the Scriptures to you for your good and for God’s joy and honor.
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North Wake Marriage Statement Scriptures

Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said,
'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one
flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.
~ Matthew 19:4-6

What About Divorce?

And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord's altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no
longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. But you say, “Why does he not?” Because
the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is
your companion and your wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of
you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the

Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and do not be faithless.” ~Mal. 2:13-16

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of
divorce and to send her away.” And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.” ‘Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” And in the house the
disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries

another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits
adultery.” ~Mark 10:2-12

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband (but if
she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not
divorce his wife. ~1 Cor. 7:10, 11

In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also. Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For

what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? ~2 Cor
6:13, 14

He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. ~Matt 19.8

And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even as
the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” ~Hosea 3:1

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is
the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives
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should submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband. ~Eph. 5:22-33

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right[aj spirit within me. ~Ps. 51:10

You who have made me see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; from the depths of the earth
you will bring me up again. ~Ps. 71:20

I have heard Ephraim grieving, ‘You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined, like an untrained calf; bring
me back that I may be restored, for you are the Lord my God. ~Jer. 31:18

“I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph. I will bring them back because |
have compassion on them, and they shall be as though I had not rejected them, for I am the Lord their God and
I will answer them. ~Zech. 10:6

And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. ~1 Peter 5:10

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and
your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence
against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. Behold, the wages of
the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of
the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-
indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the
righteous person. He does not resist you. Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late
rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble
against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As an
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen
the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful But above all, my brothers, do not swear,
either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you
may not fall under condemnation. Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him
sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the
Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power
as it is working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and
for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and
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the earth bore its fruit. My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and

will cover a multitude of sins. ~James 5

What About Exceptions?

But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her
commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. ~Matt. 5:32

But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God

has called you to peace. ~1 Cor. 7:15

What About Remarriage?
And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his

wife and marries another commits adultery against her, ~Mark 10:10-11

So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their households, and give the adversary no

occasion for slander. ~1 Tim. 5:14
To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am. ~1 Cor. 7:8

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how fo please
the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are
divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in
body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. I say this
for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your
undivided devotion to the Lord. ~1 Cor. 7:32-35

What About Those Who Have Divorced and Remarried Outside of
Scriptural Permission?

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
~1 John 1:9

but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear. ~Is. 59.2

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? ~Rom 2:4

You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. ~Ps. 119:68
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Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
~Heb 13:17

Ls anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you
sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. ~James 5:13-16
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